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wC reported as far back as Jan. 18. 
1071 . thir the CIA had arranged six 
assassination attempts against Cas- 
tro in tin- curly I!W0s. Now that the 
>'ury hns been revived, it might be 
'M fiil to recount the details. 

I hr plot began a* part of the dts- 
» redded Pay of Pigs operation. The 
Mtalcpy was to eliminate the 
Ct:’ uo leader before the CIA inva- 
sion force landed on the island. 
Withtvit flic charismatic Castro, it 
was thought, the defenders would 
income demoralized and disorgan- 
ized. 

To carry our the assassination, 
the <*IA sclei ted an underworld fig- 
ure who could be disowned Me was 
|t.»M k-fnerd lohn Kor.clli, idcntilied 
m • influential MU files as "a top 
Mafia figure" who watched over 
dv concealed mterrsts In Las 
v cgn . . asinoft of the Chicago un- 
derworld.** 

Rt'nl .i.f.rs CIA contacts were 
William Harvey and James O’Con- 
nell. who accompanied him f>n 
hush-hush trips to Miami to line up 
the ns ; n s»i nation teams. No one else 
was told, however, of the CIA’s role 
in the murder mission. 

Rose Hi represented himself as an 
ml man seeking revenge against 
Castro for his seizure of oil bold- 
ines The assassination weapons 
vu-rr also carefully selected from 
loirign makes. mostly Belgian, to 
pirvmi any link to the United 
states. 

Km*h ai tempt to kill C istrn was 
meticulously planned, like an epi- 
■ode limn the TV drama. "Mission: 
Impossible!". For the first try. the I 
»’1.\ furnished Roselli with special 
poison capsules to slip into Castro’s 
food. 

The uoison was supposed to take 


three days to act. By the time Cas- 
tro died, his system would throw 
off -ill traces nf the poison, so he 
wm„i,| upprar to he the victim of a 
natUf.il if mysterious ailment. 
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«nd .‘he t»v r* h r. filled. fj« CJA 
coo up, ucd tiytng to p.t rid rf c'uj* 
U« Ih: Cuban wh* had sneak'd 
the jjofcon into Havana was never 
v.‘.*o a:;;,,,! I b. r« rorr. the CIA. Ull . 
sum- whether we punters bed tmkd 
4 “ the pn- »,n hadn’t been strong 
enough , divided to try agon with a 
mure p m . . t 


}fS \ n V r ,mcs ln be sl ‘Pred imn 

hi e ,?; f 7i. SCVl?r -^ weeks after 
the Buy of p,g 5 . Uilt oncc ilga | nt 

the plot failed and the conspirators 
chsuppi ircd. 

Four more attempts were made 
on r n.sirn's life. el-eresfUT usmr. *s- 
ti.vn.v equipped with 
P"Wtrer, nlte* explosive* and 
cw.m.,.v radio,. R„ v .||, p un . on ,,i|y 

mm *• uodmghf pnv/erlvir't dishes lo 
1 * ,Vt ' 1 sr, ref Undine 

spot on tho Cuban m ist Oru c 
Rusi.'lli s boat wa> >hot out ficirn 
under him. but liir cupants were 
quickly fr-hrd mu 0 f the murky 
water hv M»nipann;ns in an accoin- 
P an > mg boat. 

II IF. i*‘vissinaiion teams ne'er 
got a shot ^ Castro, although ihe 
CIA learned that the last group 
reached a rooiiop within range, 
fh-s ftvcu.-f<’d around the h»*t of 
February pi lir*». ,»f March ipr;;!. 

Nine nortlf* later, Pm.tdntf 
K**miCftv wa*. "inmi'd dow n m ftol- 


Vis h\ If Ihnviu, t kwuld. *♦ t'uia». 
it who had ho n y»-hvc in the pm. 
( a<tro movement and had raid a 
mwleiifiir. call upon the C i'b.m em- 
bassy in Mexico City a fcW weeks 
before the dicndful day in Dallas 

Sources familiar with the CIA 
conspiracy eanT shake a nagging 



suspicion — unsupported by the 
Warren Commission's findings — 
that Castro may have become 
aware of the U.S. plot upon his hte 
and, therefore, may have rccvuited 
Oswald to retaliate agamst Presi- 
dent Kennedy. 

Some source? believe this is why 
Poljert Kennedy, toimentrri l». 
grief, went into scmi-seclu'dnri 
attcr h‘.s brother's a^suo-siiMiuai 
After the Bay nf pjgc fiasco. Prr. ; - 
di-ut Kennedy had put Rober* jr» 
charge of the CIA with instruc:ttor> 
lo shake it up. fi is unlikely ihai 
thr final attempts upon C.r-tro 
could have ht.-en made withoui Rut>- 
cit’s knowledge. 

Could he have h'-en plagued bv 
the terrible thought that fh«- OA 
plot, which he must at lea.s» ha» r 
condoned, put into motion lorc^s 
that broughr about his own broth- 
er's murder? The last, surviving 
Lf other, Sen. fed Kennedy, told u 
h ,H bfoitirrs had never spoken lo 
mi ahouf «nv Ass;isbt nation ai 
tempts against Castro. 

I oofnnpv Sources familiar with 
the secret review of the CIA’s ac- 
tivities have now acknowledged 
that Castro, as we reported four 
xi ars ugo, was marked for assassi- 
nation by the CIA. A CIA spokes- 
man refused to comment. 





